Developing effective palliative care within a prison setting.
A joint report by the UK prison service and the National Health Service (Department of Health (DoH), 1999) suggested that a 'formal partnership' between the two organizations would enhance the health care of people in prison. Through such a partnership it is hoped that prisoners will be able to receive the same level of care as those who are treated within the wider community. Nurses attempting to achieve the goals of palliative care within a prison setting may encounter environmental constraints to their work and may be further deterred by their own lack of specialist knowledge. This article discusses how such problems can be overcome through the professional development of prison nurses.